
 
 

Sara M. Baker, President 
John S. Franden, Vice President 

Rebecca W. Arnold, Commissioner 
Mitchell A. Jaurena, Commissioner 

Jim Hansen, Commissioner 
 

Planning & Programming 
May 24, 2013 
 
TO:  ACHD Commissioners, Director Wong 
 
FROM:  Matt Edmond, Senior Transportation Planner 
 
SUBJECT: Downtown Boise Implementation Plan (DBIP) Update 
 Staff Report – June 5, 2013 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Executive Summary 
ACHD initiated the Downtown Boise Implementation Plan (DBIP) due to the magnitude of proposals for 
improvements in the right-of-way downtown (pavement maintenance, street beautification, utility 
upgrades, new developments, bicycle improvements, and two-way street conversions). The purpose of 
the plan is  to coordinate the work on all these efforts, get the most from taxpayer dollars, and 
minimize disruptions to businesses, residents, and the public.  The majority of roadways in downtown 
are in need of a capital maintence treatment due to low pavement condition index scores.  ACHD staff 
and its consultant—in partnership with Boise City, Capital City Development Corporation (CCDC), 
Downtown Boise Association (DBA), and Valley Regional Transit—have developed proposals for two-
way street conversions and improved bike facilities, which will be presented at an open house on June 
6. Pending public and agency comments received on these proposals, the project team will develop a 
year-by-year implementation plan to accomplish the two-way conversions and bike improvements 
concurrently with road maintenance and other projects beginning in 2014. 
 
Facts & Findings 
The DBIP project team developed a proposal for bicycle facility improvements (Attachment 1) that can 
be accomplished with two-way conversions, resurfacing, and other minor work downtown. Significant 
changes to the current network include adding bike lanes to 5th, 6th, 11th, Jefferson and River Streets, 
and Broadway/Avenue B; and making 3rd Street a shared bikeway. Most of these changes are in 
accordance with the ACHD Roadways to Bikeways Plan. 
 
The DBIP project team developed a proposal for converting some existing one-way streets to two-way 
operations (Attachment 2). Simpler conversions that can be done quickly are 3rd, 4th, 12th and 14th 
Streets. Slightly more complex conversions include 11th and Jefferson Streets and part of 8th Street. 
Although the project team does not anticipate that these proposed conversions will have a significant 
adverse impact to overall traffic operations downtown, there will likely be impacts to on street parking 
(also shown in Attachment 2). The project team is still analzysing 13th Street, but will have a 
recommendation as to the feasibility of its conversion before presenting the final DBIP for adoption. 
Proposed typical cross sections for the other streets are included in Attachment 3. 
 



In order to accommodate the above two-way conversions, the DBIP project team is proposing to add 
treatments such as left turn lanes and mini-roundabouts (Attachment 4) at a number of intersections. 
In addition to accommodating left turning movements, the mini-roundabouts give the added benefit of 
calming traffic, improving safety, and reducing delay in some circumstances. 
 
Fiscal Implications 
Pavement Management staff currently estimates  up to $8.5M in total pavement maintenance needs 
in the downtown area. The DBIP project team proposes to program approximately $1.0M - $1.5M 
annually in ACHD expenditures, primarily on maintenance activities. Additionally, CCDC is likely to 
invest approximately $1M - $2M annually on improvements in the right-of-way in the foreseeable 
future. 
 
Next Steps 
6 June: DBIP Project Open House 
10 June: Presentation to CCDC Board 
TBD: ACHD/CCDC/Boise City joint meeting 
TBD: Boise City Council presentation (if no joint meeting) 
TBD: Commission work session (if no joint meeting) 
August 28: Adopt DBIP 
 
Attachments 

1. Proposed Downtown Bicycle Improvements 
2. Proposed Two-Way Street Conversions 
3. Proposed Two-Way Cross Sections 
4. Proposed Mini Roundabout Locations



Attachment 1: Proposed Downtown Bicycle Improvements 



Attachment 2: Proposed Two-Way Street Conversions 



Attachment 3: Proposed Two-Way Cross Sections 



Attachment 4: Proposed Mini Roundabout Locations 

 


